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OPCQUNSEL 
ELlzneeTH POLLINARONLON 

Via UPS QverPaiAt 
F. Andrew Turley 
Supervisory Atbarmy 
Central Enforcement Docket 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street N.W. 
Vbrasbrnn, D.C. 20463 

Dear Mr. Turley: 

Attached is the response of the New York State AFL-CIO answerhg the 
complaint filed by the National Republican Congressional Committee dated October 23, 
1997 and numbered Mure 4686. 

It is our understanding, accor@ling to the Description ~f Preliminary 
Procedures eiiclosed with your letter3 that ody those cases warranting the use of 
Commission resources are assigned to s h e  all others me dismissed. We stran& urge 
that this complaint is without merit and insufficient on its face and therefore, does not 
warrant the use of Con;missio.c~n msowces. 

EJO:hc 
~~~~~~~~~ 

ec: Alva E. Smith, Paralegal 
Central Enforcement Docket 

(File #3700-75) 



December 1,1997 

MI.!! 4686 
New York State AFL-CIO 

The New York State AFL-CIO (“NYS AFL-CIO”), by and through its 

attorneys, COM~E~XI,  O’Bara & Mills, hereby responds to the complaint brought by 

the National Republican Congressional Committee (”NRCC). The BT76S APL-@IO i 

located at BOO South Swan Street, Albany, NY 12210 and at 48 East 21at Street - 
12th Floor, New York, NY 1OOPO. 

_I RESPONSE 

1. PrQCedMrak The! NRC@ h&?d TO CQmplgr with FedePd Beguhxtiorms for 
a Sufficient Camphint: 

Before addressing the specific allegations against it, the NYS Al?L-CIO 

respectfully requests that the complaint brought by the NHtCC, MUR 4686, be 

dismissed on the grounds that it fails to comply with the compliance procedures set 

forth in 11 CFR $lll.4@j (2 U.S.C. 39437(;, 437D(A)). SpecificaUy, the complaint: 

1) does not clearly identi6 as a respondent each person or entity alleged to have 

committed a violation; OS example, the caption of the complaint simply reads 

“Friends of Eric Vitaliano” and it does not mention the NYS AFL-CIO until. 

h a h a y  into the allegations (at which point the NRCC only discusses poIitical 

communications made by the NYS MI;-CIO and does AOt ident& them as 

respondents); 2) does not i.ndicate which offits dlegations are based upon personal 
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d) 

knowledge and which are based upon information and belief; and 3) does not 

present any documentation or asdavi ts  to support ita factual allegations. 

- Examules of Unsuuuorted Factual Allegations: 

The NRCC alleges that Eric Vitaliano has received “tens of thousands of 

dollars in undisclosed soft money contributions funneled directly from the general 

treasury funds of a labor organization”. The NptCC offers absolutely n~ basis or 

documentation to support its assertion or to illustrate how it has become aware of 

the amount the NYS AFL-CIO has spent. This is a blatant and obvious attempt to 

“catch the eye” of the Commission. Although several thousand dollars have been 

spent on the mailings, as will be discussed in greater detail below, the NYS AFL 

CIO may lawfully make these expenditures from its general treasury fund. As long 

as the expenditures were made for communications to the NYS AFL-CIO’s 

restricted class, such a “contribution” is not a prohibited “expenditure“. SSe> 

2 U.S.C. $44I@J). 

The complaint also mentions expenditures on the W S  AFL-CIO Internet 

site. However, the cost to add the PSYS AFL-CIQs Unity Newsletter to an already 

existing Internet site (the cost of the total site itself is fairly inexpensive) is so 

inconsecyzlential that it cannot seriously be a consideration in determining 

“expenditures”. For example? the cost to the W S  AFL-@IO to maintain the entire 

site, which uEem much more than just the newsletter, i s  approximately $250 - $500 

per month ($S,OSO-$5,OOO annually). The cost of maintaining the U a y  Newsletter 

online is about $1?5 per month. Because the September 1997 newsletter, the issue 

referred to in the complaint, was only “online” for approximately one week, the total 

cost of Internet expenditures amounts to only $45; a very small amount. In 
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addition, the Internet site was not created to “promote” Eric Vitahano or “target” 

the general public. The site was and remains in existence to disseminate hpor tan t  

information to the NYS AFL-CIO’s affiliate’s members and the Unity Newsletter 

was loaded onto the Internet site as part of a normal monthly routine. 

Finally. the statement contained in the complaint that “it appears that the 

“Vote Vitaliano” mailings have also been disseminated beyond AFL-CIQ members 

alone“ is another example of the NRCG’s failure to comply with federal regulations. 

The NRCC presents no evidence to indicate how they may know of this fact and 

they offer no documents to support this conclusion. The W S  AFE-CIO specifically 

denies that any communications were mailed to anyone other than the intended 

members of the locals. As will be addressed below, the only mailing lists available 

to the NYS AFL-CIB are the local union membership lists of its affiliates and it is 

unlikely that any more than a & minimis number of mailings were read by non- 

members. 

2. Substantive: Response to the NRCC’s Specific Allegations: 

The following are the specifically questioned contributions mentioned in the 

hXCC complaint: 

(a) Internet information similar to campaign pieces of the VitaBano 

campaign, and 

(b) Mailings which iaclude express advocacy of Eric Vitabarno and 

are subject to FEC reporting and didosure requirements. 

The NRCC characteiizes these mailings as “defamatory”, but we can dismiss any 

claim of defamation first, because the mailings were not defamatory and second, 

because only the person allegedly injured has standing to sue. For a public figure 
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such as Vito FosseEla, the standard for defamation is actual malice, and this is 81 

tough standard to prove. Sew York Times v. Sullivan, 376 U.S. 254,84 Set. 710, 
11 L.Ed.2d 886 (1964). 

a. The Internet Site: 

The N Y S  AFL-CIO has contracted with an outside agency to create and 

maintain a site on the Internet dedicated solely to providing relevant information to 

the members of the affiliates of the WUS AFL-CIB. The cost of maintaining the 

entire site, most of which is information other than the BJnift Newsletter (the pages 

on which the Vittaliaano information appears), is inconsequentiak roughly $175 per 

month. 

The NewsZetter i s  a print publication that is normally distributed by 

mail on a monthly basis to ws APL-CIo affiliates only. In order to provide cost 

effective access to the newsletter for all of the affiliate's individual members, this 

newsletter has recently been placed on the Internet, also on a monthly ba.sis. 

However, accessing the newsletter is not as easy as it sounds; when l o g p g  onto tbc 

m8 AFL-@IO website, the mer must fist c k k  though several menu options in 

order to fifinauy scach the newsletter destination. 

The September 1997 issue o f w -  i s  the issue in question. It was loaded 

onto the site by the outaide agency, as was the usual monthly routine. This 

particular issue, however, happened to contain information oltg Eric Vitaliano. lt 

was not placed on the Internet to purposefully advocate for Eric Viitdiano. The 

newsletter contained other articles of general interest to its affiliates. The N Y S  

AFL-GI0 affirmatively denies any "targeting" of the general public when it allowed 

the newsletter to be loaded onto the website by the outside agency. In fact, the 
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NYS AFL-GI0 immediately removed this issue from the website as soon as it 

became aware that its accessibility to the general public may be a potential 

violation of federal law. The newsletter in question was accessible for 

approximately one week and removed &om the site the same day the W S  AFL-@IO 

became aware of a possible violation. Therefore, in effect, any access to the site by 

nonmembers was, most likely, & minimis. Indeed, the PaRCC has not met it5 

burden of establishing the pervasiveness of the message, if any, on the general 

public. 

It is important to note here, that the print publication of Unitp is designed to 

inform NYS AFL-CIQ affiliates of information important to their organizations. In 

addition, this was r?ot, as the N W @  contends, an  advocacy piece targeting the 

general public. As the Commission can see from the exhibits attached to the 

WRCC’s complaint, 

AFL-CIO did not create an “advocacy piece” for its Internet site endorsing Eric 

Vitaliano. The piece on Eric Vittaliano appeared in the September, 1399 

newsletter - a print p~biication for distribution to aEiates o&. The W S  AFL- 

CXO was not aware at the time the issue WBB to appear online that information 

contained therein could possibly be a federal violation. When it did become aware, 

it immediately had t,he newsletter removed &torn the website. 

issue of Unity since February 1997 is available. The NYS 

Finally, the W S  AFL-CIQ denies that the piece written on Eric Vitali.ano in 

- U& was “suspiciously similar” t o  the VitaCano campaign. The piece was written 

entirely by Mario Cibmto, a W S  A4FL-CX0 public relations director. In fact, this is 

another example ofthe NRCC failing to provide documentation and evidence to 

support its allegations. 
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b. n e  Mailings: 

As discussed above, the NRCC does not have standing to claim that mailings 

by the NYS AFL-CIO were defannatrrry; sa this partioix of the complaint will not be 

addressed. 

With respect to the actual expenditures on the mailings, the NRCC has 

misstated the law in claiming that a labor organization may not use general 

treasury funds to endorse a political candidate. It may, in fact, use general treasury 

funds in this manner, even where the advocacy i s  express, as long as such funds are 

used solely for communications with the labor organization’s restricted class. 

2 U.S.C. $441b(b)(2)(); 11 CFR $ll4.8&). The relevant section reads: 

For purposes of this section and section ?91(h) of Title 1.5, the term 
‘contribution or expenditure’ .“.shall not include (A) 
communications ... by a labor organization ta its members and their 
families on any subject. 

It is, however, correct to state that communications to a labor organization’s 

restricted class that contain “express advrzcacy” must be reported to the FEG if the 

cost of such communications exceeds $2000. 11 C.F.R. $104.6(b). The N Y S  AFL- 

CIO is currently in the process of completing the necessary forms in accordance 

with 11 CFR fi104.6@). Such forms will be cwmpleted during the calendar year in 

which the expenditures were made (1997). Since most ofthe expense was incurred 

in October, the filing date for the post-report is not until December 1997. The Ed71S 

AFL-CIO is in compliance with El C.F.R $104.6@). 

Finally, the mailings which are the subject of the NRCC‘s complaint 

(attached hereto and also included with the NI.eCc‘s complaint) were ma&d onk to 

the local members of the affiliates of the LWS AFL-CIO. The NYS AFL-CIO denies 
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that it communicated with anyone but the local union members of their affiliated 

labor organization and the NRCC offers no substantive documentation to support 

anything to the contrary. The PJYS AFL-CIO’s obtained its mailing lists through 

“COPE” - Committee on Political Education. The lists are compilations of the 

names and addresses of affiliate’s local members. The source and methods of how 

COPE obtains these lists is attached. Indeed, these are the only lists that the MTS 

AFE-CIQ used for their mailings. 

It is true that, the mailings contain terms of express advocacy. However, if 

anyone outside the labor organization’s restricted class did receive these mailings, it 

was entirely inadvertent and certainly de minimis. As the Commission is aware, &, 

minimis communications with the general public i s  permitted. 11 C.F.R. 5 
114.1(~)(6). The h”bS _Pa..PE,-CIO strongly asserts that it has not targeted the general 

public for such mailings. 

In summary, the mailings were sent only to the N Y S  APE-CIO’s restricted 

class. Those madings which contained express advocacy, (where expenditures 

exceeded $2,000) require proper reporting with the FEC and the NPIS AFL-CZO will 

timely comply. In addition, there was no intent to target the general. public by 

placing a monthly print publication online. The September 1997 issue of U J w a s  

placed online as  part of a monthly routine and was removed as soon as the NYS 

AFL-CIQ became aware that i t s  presence online may present a problem. Any 

accew to the general public was & minimis, as was the cost. 

PRAYER FOR DISMISS& OF THE ~~M~~~ 

In light of the information hereby provided, the W S  AFL-@IO respectfully 

requests that the complaint brought by the NRCC, MUR 4686, be immediately 
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dismissed without any further investigation. "he NRC@ has failed to bring a valid 

complaint in compliance with Federal Regulation 5111.4. In addition, there bas 

heen no wrongdoing, intentional or otherwise, on the part of the ETYS AFL-CHO and 

therefore, the allegations brought by the NRCC are without merit. 

The foregoing is correct and accurate to the best of my knowledge, 

information and belief. 

Debbie Shannon, Law Clerk 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

All membership lists will be sent dirwtiy to National COPE and will be processed under 
direct supervision of COPE. 

All lists Will be converted to a sWidard format, whkh Will remain h the passession of 
COPE at dl times. 

Requests for output must be authorized in writing by the president or secretary-treasurer 
of the state body or designated permme1 for whom (here is written authorization on tile 
at National COPE. Requests from an international union for its membership must be 
snbdttdi in writing and signed by the president or s&cretary-@eamer. All requests must 
be ~ n ~ ~ v ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  zipproved by Nationd COPE. 

Intemzi~om.1 or local unions p a  request their membership ody. 

Labels wiil be supplied only for the following p 

a. To mail imautho state body labor paper 
b. To mail appropriate Iitemture publicizhg endoffed COPE 

candidates, referendum or legislative issues. 
c. Other approved COPE activities, La., updating, polliig, etc. 

Printouts supplied for voters identification, registration, canvassing anal get-out-the-vote 
activities will b di5tJbutd trp auth~&d personnel & 

Printouts an8 L&!s thab carry ~~~~~5~~ hfomtion will be coded in order not to 
compromise *sL6 sewi t y  of h e  list. 

The COPE ~~~~~r~~~ files canmot be used fgr h h s e r s  or boywtt~. 

Note t h F  by hW We ippe Ody dlowed to COnFiWk WIbg. m e m k .  

The state AFL-CIOs or eenrtral latwr councils we not ta i ~ t h b a i ~  their membership list 
in their computers. This would be a violation ofthe AFE-CHO @icy and agreement with 
international unions, which a d d  jmpardm &e COPE file nationwide. 
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Sepiernl)cs 1907 Volume 15, Issue 7 

Policy Institute. 'ftiere arc  a riumbvr iifprc~granrs that co~tld use that 
iiio:icy no\\ to  clo things like: huy hundrcds ofthnumnds d \ c h o o l -  
hoc~ks: piirchahc coiiiputcrs for thousands ofclasrcinnic; crcitc new 
j t i h h  or ensure that we Iinve clean \\atcr tu drink arid air to hrcnthe. 

A b  w e  s a w  in 1067. thc constitutional co~ivcntiun i s  the 
exclusive province ofthe insiders. T h e  delegate selection rules are 
it;~ckcd against the average citi/.cn. The same insider5 \\ ill he running 
the cvnvcnt ion and controlling the process. Only tlicw with enough 
\ \ cd l t t i  ~ i r p ( ~ l i t i c a i c n i i t i e ~ t i ~ i ! i ~ \ v i l l  beahletorun ;tnd\r in. .The) w i l l  

s l w d  millions o f  additional dollars so that 
they ciin control the c~~nvcnt ion process. 

.[he rcwl t  is that t h i ~  wi l l  t i o t  he a 
"people's convention" where c i t im is  ha\e  
real input. lnstcad o f  real reforin. our 550 
millinti u ill lilel~producetinhcririgthat hen- 
elit, thc poncrfi i l . nu ta \c rny  Ne\\ YnrLers. 
l t i  f,ict. t h e  kist con\entitin iii iOh7 f.iilcd to 
ctiiinge one single law. statute. prnvi5ion or 
procos Yet ttic hsrd-eanied tiis dollars of 
t h a t  generatinn of Nos Yorkers nits I ns t  
forever. 



dXlrmembeFshiQnumberarebeginnhgta 
m e p  back up &cause of more than 2,0000rgmir- 
ing victories won by Workers like those who an 
with us on this stage. 

But I have to tell you today that we must 
raise the bar evenhigher and setnewmdardsand 
gods forourselves in running and winningrepre- 
sentation campaigns 

W ~ ~ v e l o w n r i n u e t o c h a n g e a n d ~ ~ t o  
findwaystoorgwizeonabiggerxaleendatafsatcr 
p~? because theemploym wean confronting arc 
raising the sacs by spending millions of new 
dollarsrodmywolkersreirle~ ri&ttootpiizc, 
and beauscourenemies inthe political arenaare 
doing everything &y c;vt to choke offour new 
movement befereit hasachanceto liveand bnathc 

Everything wedoisconnected ioorganiz- 

And so I want tochallengeevery local and 
national union repremtd here today to help us 
administer a new litmus test for every political 
candidate we suppn. And here are the three 
questions I want you io a& hem: 

“Will you vote to support the right of 
workers to organizeto improve their lives?” 

“Will you take a stand against employen 
whoviolate our laws and interfere witha worker’s 
free choice to join a union?” 

“When a worker is find for union organiz- 
ing, will you stand with us, will you marchwith us, 
will you go to jail with us?” 

But we can’t stop with just changing the 
way wechoose eledtdofficials ifweare to rebuild 
our memkrship and our movement. 

Wealso havetosink our roots back deeply 
intoolucmmunitiesand~i drawingpower and 
support from the well Spring of our democracy, 
from our local unionsand ourchurchesandsyna- 
goguacsand allies in themovement forwomen’sd 
civilrighPs,because,inthefinal analysis,wemust 
revitalize our movement from the ground up! 

Organizing: we have to raise the bar, and 
changemoreand reach higheratthelocal level and 
inourcommunitiesaswell asatthenationa! level 

c 

’caa W d  

ifwe’regoing to get whes we nced togo. 
But wecan’t stop there. bccauw ourjobs 

arc still being shipped ov- and employers 
arerrringcheprrssure todanamjawrr forless 
fromvuo~kersinthejobsthatrrmain. 

It does no good to keep new members 
wowring through the h n t  dcor of our unions 
WhileunionjobskaepbcinglArownwttheback! 

And that is why I am d i n g  everyone in 
this halltojoin usthismonthaswesendasignal 
that fRe bade isn’t fair traak, by derailing that 
runaway legislative locomoliveknownas“fast- 
trsck”. 

And make no mistake. the battle over 
“fast-track” is important to way union in this 
mom -~induseial.saviceMlpublicunions 
alike- becauserredeagreunentswitho~itworsreS 
rightsand humanrightsandenvimnmentsnl stbm- 
dards undermine the wages and jobs of us all 
just as they damage the communities where 
we live and work. 

September 22, 1997 
Pitfsburgh, Pennsylvania 
AFL-CIB Constitutional Conventiore 



On Sepaembeer301h,liundredsofunionmem~na~edout for Attherally,M. VitalianostressedhisopFwsiaiontolegislation 
givingPresidientClinton"f6lst-hack"al~thorityPoex~endandexpand 
free trade agreements with other countries. 

Lab&$ Kick-Off Rally in support of Eric Vitalimo's candidacy POP 
Congress. 

With 73,000 union households in the 13th Congressional 
District, covering Statea island and South Brooklyn, the labor 
movement's voice will be heard on Election Day as voters choose 
between Assemblyman F.ricVitsliano@)andVitoFosella(R). 

Tbe rdHyjump-started ldbor'seffoorts in support ofAssembly- 
man Vitaliano. In addition to attending rallies and various get-out- 
the-vote events, labor volunteers will participate in phone-bank 
operations and a '"abQr-to-Meighbor" program where union mem- 
bers visit households of fellow union membee. 

The AFL-ClOstrongly opgoscs"fast-track" legislation. Stated 
Vitaliano, "One way America will prospa is not sendingjobs out of 
America to countries outside ofAmerica. It is time that we stood up 
for American workers and Americmjobs, and that means saying no 
to fast-tracking more jobs out of America." 

For further information on the Labor-TwNeighbor program, 
or to become a volunteer, contact Amy Ritchie or Mike Arendt at 
(718)447.4201. 

With Susan Molinari no longer in Congress, working families will choose her replacement on November 4th. Eric 
Vitaliano, a49-year old Democratic State Assemblyman with 15 years experience, has stood up for working families with 
rare energy and commitment. Vitaliano has a 100% pro-labor voting record. His opponent, 32-year old Republican City 
Councilman Vito Fossella, has three years experience in the City Council. Fossella, a political extremist, plans to vote with 
Newt Gingrich on major issues. Aftercarefully examiningtheir records,theNewYork State AFL-CIObelievesEricVitaliano 
will serve working families the best. You decide. Then vote on November 4th. 

For fifteen years in the State Assembly, Eric Vitalimo has stood up for working families. Now he's ready to stand up for 
us incongress, fighting forgood schools. a strong local economy,andsafepensions. OnNovember4tf1, make yourvotecount. 
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tia& in W@hington. the No& wmerican 
F m  ‘Ifirde Ageemmt (NAFTA) Itas cost 
Mew Yo& St& more than 20,OOO jobs, and 
mede a big meibution to downward pm-  
o o a c o n d ~ 0 R d n t r Y a r k w M k a s .  Real 
~ E e s w ~ t ~ ~ . 2 ~ ~ n t  inNnwYuiain 
Ihe1993-t996mod. 

Ppopnmts of NAFTA, eager to ex- 
pand ip to Chile and other Latin American 
d o l a g  have consistently used misleading a job numbers IO support their me. For ex- 

. mpie.1heCIinton administration claimsthat 
23 million jabs in the U.S. arc supported by 

r*, to Mexico and Canada, wi& 31 1,000 
-*butable to increased trade under. 

c NMA. it ~ISO claims that rising exports 
have caeat#l job in wuy state in the U.S. 

The IEpl’s study aitow a ddmnina- 
tion of NAPTA’s impact on sws-by-state 

5 anploymmL The analysis shows &at, de- 
0 spite ckimr to the contrary. alt 5Q states and 

of Columbia have expehobd a 
if, me4 10s ofjobs under NAFTA. Exports are & OW in w q  by a larger 10s ofjots 

ductoimpa*r. Ndjobslostmgefaomalow 
o f 6 2 1 ~ i n V e m M n t t o s h i g A o f 3 ~ . ~ i n  

E thc 

As for bIAFTA’s impact on workers’ 
~ges,evenwiiendisplacedworkasanable 
to findnewjobti inthegrowingU.S.economy, 
they face a reduction in wages, with average 
earnings declina of over 16%. %ir new 
Jobs are likely to k in the service industry, 
the source of 112% ofnet jobs created in the 
U.S.since 1993 wbmavmgecampensation 
is only 7% of tatan in manufacturing. 

~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~  
dropped 4.0% &ween 1993 and 1%. 
NAFTA i s  nut the only ftictor influencing 

states (e.g., Indiana, Mis- 

e x p i 4  rising wqcs is spite of hiLjob 
loss. W I e d i 8 n w a g c s , O ~ ~ , f e l . l i n ~ O T t h t  
50 s h t a  and in the Dis@ia of thh&i 
many states with high job bs§cs anribut?4ble 
to NAFTA, especially Texas, Ohio, W a -  
homa, and Atatwarm, experienad largedrops 
in median wages. 

me C l i n h  Administration has sub- 
mitted fast-track legislation to Congress 
which fails to address the nads  of working 
people hem and abroad. This legislation is 
mom restrictive of the pmident’s ability to 
negotiate strong and enforcable wo&er 
rights and environmentst1 dandwb in trade 
agreements than previous fast track author- 
ity. 

Then am no guanmtess in the pro- 
posed tist track legislation that- will be 
MY concntc progrrss on worker rights and 
environmental protections in trade agree- 
ments. ~n fact, &is legislation undermines 
what little prom we have made to date. 

Ihe AFGCIO has a l d y  begun aSl 
million brodcsst advertising campaign to 
fi&t the fa& tmk legislation. which would 
quire  that Congnss vote yes or 6x1 on a 
negdated agrement, without changing it. 

Current sponson include: NYS AFL-CIO, Civil Sewice Em- 
ployees Association; United Auto Workers, Region %United Steel- 
wo&m of America, District% Int‘l Union of Opaating Eagineen, 
Lacdl t 7; hblicEmpbyeaFederatian;NYCCenbnal LaborcounCil; 
Building and Chmuction Trades Council of Greater New Yo&; 
~mslgamatd B&, GNI, offiee of ProfessionaI Empioym hri 
Union; Int‘l Brotherhood of Teamstem, Local 237; ht‘l Association 
ofFirt Fighters, Local 589; Newburgh Teachers Assoeion, Local 
289&NationalAssociation ofletterCarricrs, Branch3lS;Hudsonl 
Catskill Central Labor Council; Hudson Valley District Council of 
C p c n t m ;  Laboren Int‘l Union - Local 17; SUNY Empire State 
College School of Labor Studies; Union LaBor Life I n s m c e ;  
Genewl Vision Services; and Amalgamated Life Insurance. 
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its fair s h m  of ISTEA mon- 
ies. In New York Statetheen is 
an enormous bipartisan, la- 
bor-management coalition 
around this view. 

Before Congress adjourns in Novem- 
ber it will reauthorize the nation's primary 
highway andtransit law,the Internodal Sur- 
face Transportation and Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA). lhebill would provide billions of 
dollars ofinvestment in highway andtransit 

ReauthorizationoflSTEAshould keep 
several labor goals in focus. Fiest, the bill 
must authorize adequate funding to ensure 
economicgrowthandjobcreationwhichwill 
complernentanexpandingeconomy. lhebill 
must also maintain the vital woakee protec- 

Con- systems nationwide resulting in increased tions that the hishay and transit programs 
mobility formiIBionsofAmerics, improved have supported for decades. Laws like Sec- 

of the economic growth and productivity and the tion 13(c) ofthe Federal Transit Act and the san manner that led to the i*:zzloent is 

wd fair 
creaPionandmaintena?ceofmillionsofhigh- Bavis-Bacon Acthavecdahighly  skillea landmark Act in 1991. Tke lahw 
skilljobs. workforce by offering workers in the trans- 

portation industsyameasuPeofwageandjob surface transoortation wlicY _I 

It is critically important +'' . 
gtessreauthorize ISTEA in thc *"* 

prepared fo rally around a %*tu@ 

New York State AFL-CIO President 
Edward J. C l e q ,  in April, gave testimony at 
U.S. Senate Field hearings on behalf of all 
AFL-CIO transportation and construction 
unions on the need for labor protections and 

stability. These worker protections are criti- 
cal to employees in the transportation indus- 
try and help ensure the smooth and efficient 
operation ofthe nation'stransportation sys- 
tem. 

Morethan300,QQOworkin@,mernandwomenmarchedupFifthAvenueinNewYorkCity 
on September 6th to celebrate Eabr Day. 

AFL-CIO President John Sweeney led the parade rn G m d  Marshal. 

Pictured le@ to right: Annie B. 
Mar fin, Trustee, NYC CLC; 
Margrei Samuels. Trearurer. NYC 
CLC; Ted Jacobsen. Secreraiy? 
NYC CLC; Edward J. Cleary, 
President, NYS AFLFL-CIO; &&Q 

Fddman, President. AFT'; Brian 
Mchghf in ,  President# NUCCLC; 
Rudolph Giulioni. Mayor, New 
York City; and Edwrd Malloy, 
Fperideni, NYS Buirding and 
Construction Trades Council. 
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Tke New Yo& State AFL-CIB hosted its first Union Label Trade Show 
fmm August 24-26th at the Four Points Hotel in Syracuse, New York. 

ahethemeoftheshow,“T~ingCredit ForJobs Well Done”, focusedon 
h e  impact ofunion labor and its importame to the economic stability of the 
state. It was designed to educate both union memken and the gexral public 
about the contributions of union labor. 

The trade show displayed the gods and services ofmore than 40 unioii 
exPlibiton. 

New York State AFL-CIB President Edward J. C i e q  stressed the 
dedicationandcommitmentofthen;ost highly skilled workforceon earth in his . .  ._ 
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opening remarks. Stated Cleary, “As ;embers of &e largest State Labor 
Fedemtian in thecounpj, it is our respnsibilityto lead the way for our brother 
and sister trade unioniris, as well as our famiiy, friends and communities - To 
let them know that a union made product and aunion produced service isaresult 
of the ddicalion and commitment of the most highly skilled workforce on earth. 

. .. . .  
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“Withtwoandakalfmillion members in this state,, it isour obligation to 
stand at the forefront of the initiative to spread the message that “To Look for 
the Union Label” is necessary, but understanding what that means, is just as 
importinnt. That is why we are here this week. And those are the lessons we 
will be sharing and discussing throughout this conference. 

“To showcase our goods and services, and remind those who tend to 
accept our labor as a given, that our blood, sweat and tears have no price, and 
our determination and efforts have no boundaries, now or in the future.” 

Following President Cleary, AFL-CIO President and Keynote Speaker 
JohnSweeneys~~eoflh9.imponanceofrhcvnion label,andhow it hasalways 
stood for quality and integrity and the commitment to the ideal of a fair day’s 
pay for an honest day’s work. 

Also addressing the conference were Edgar Romney, Executive Vice 
President, IIWIm, and Paul Bush, President, Finger Lakes Labor Council. 

Psidenf  C?eay introduces gathering. 
From lefr to right: Ai Davidag AFL-UOSIaie Direclor8 New York; Reverend 
Coop; NYS4FL-CIQSecretaty Treusurer Pau[Co!e; Paul Bush, Finger Lakes 
Labor Council; AFL-CK? President. S o h  Sweeney; and President Clemy. 
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New York State AFL-CIO Industrial Division Director 
Ann Marie Polinsky with AFL-CIO President John 
Swenq.  

Edgar Roninq, Executive Vice Presidenl, UNITE. 

Paul Rush* President, Finger Lakes Labor Council. 
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j 1 STATE OF NEW UORK) 
I , I  ) ss.: ' 1 COUNTY OF NASSAU ) 
' !  
! i  
/ I  
i : I  
: i  
; I  

jI EBWNeB J. GRCbARME, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

That he is an attorney and counselor at law duly admitted and licensed 

i ;  to practice in the Courts of this State; that he is a member of the 6rm of 

1 1  CBLEERAN, O'HiA?Rta & MILLS, attorneys for the respondent herein; that he has 
j !  

i 1 read the foregoing RESPONSE and knows the contents thereof; that the same are ! !  
j j  
f i true to his own knowledge except as to the matters therein stated to be alleged upon 
! !  
j I  . 
i j mfoormatioon and belief and that to those matters he believes them to be true based 

1 ! on a review ofthe file and conversations with his clients. 
1 j  
2 ;  , !  I %  That the reason this verification is made by your deponent and not by ~ 

/ i  the respondent i s  that respondent does not reside within the County where your \ 
I! 
j ! depenent has his office. 
I !  
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